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ScHEDULED DISEASE. 


Practically a third of 1919 is now over, and we 
can form some idea of the start we are making in 
our post-war campaign against scheduled disease. 
The outlook is threatening, and will be so for a long 
time; but our position is as good as could fairly have 
been expected. 


The most serious figures are those of rabies and 
foot-and mouth disease. It may be that we are 
hardly beyond the beginning of our troubles with 
rabies; but those troubles would not have arisen if 
British subjects had not broken the law. If to the 
55 cases returned this year up to date are added 
the 104 at the latter pe of last year, we get a truer 
idea of the extent of the mischief. The Board would 
have kept rabies out of the Kingdom if their regu- 
lations had heen obeyed; and will stamp it out in 
time if they are given a fair chance. 


The number of outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease this year shows that it is still a serious 
danger; but the total of animals involved is fortu- 
nately relatively small. 


Swine fever shows a distinct increase upon last 
year, but is still far below the figures of 1917, which 
in turn do not approach those of 1916. Possibly 
the history of the disease during these later years 
may suggest to the Board some new regulations. 


Parasitic mange continues to rise; but so far this 
year the figures do not show anything like the in- 
crease indicated in the corresponding period last 
year, so we may hope that we are in sight of 
regaining control over it. 


The three remaining diseases—anthrax, glanders, 
and sheep-scab, have all declined more or less. In 
the case of sheep-scab the decrease from last year’s 
figures is only slight, but those for anthrax show a 
much greater drop. 

One notable feature in the returns is the small 
amount of glanders, There was reason to fear an 
increase this year; but so far there have been fewer 
cases than any previous year has shown in the 
corresponding period. Glanders, from its course 
and nature, is a risky subject for prophecy; but our 
present outlook upon it is about as helpful as it 


well could be. 


The Board have now entered upon a distinctly 
difficult period. A good start has been made; but 
the general co-operation of practitioners is essential. 
There is always more danger of contagious disease 
at the close of a great war, and an isolated case of 
carelessness might have serious consequences. 


MALIGNANT CEDEMA IN SHEEP AND Pias. 


Oppermann, in 1913, published a lengthy article 
upon this subject. He commences by recalling the 
fact that malignant cedema complicates, by prefer- 
ence, wounds of the skin and mucous membranes 
which are necrotic, which bleed little, and the edges 
of which after a short time close and become 
scabbed, thus impeding the access of air—that is, 
of oxygen, which is the chief bastericide against 
anaerobic germs. The practically constant presence 
of the specific microbe of malignant cedema in most 
solid materials which come into contact with the 
animal body, the superficial earth, air, litter, instru- 
ments of grooming and of shearing, walls of stables, 
fences, more or less dirty hands and clothing of 
attendants, etc., make it possible for the disease to 
appear upon all farms. Moreover, it is now known 
that the receptivity of the animals of the farm is 
general; the horse, rabbit, pigeon, guinea-pig, and 
mouse may all be naturally infected, and nearly 
always succumb to the disease. The reason why 
malignant cedema is not observed daily is that 
usually phagocytosis is so active in the parts inoc- 
ulated that the spores introduced into the tissues 
are unable to develop to bacilli. This my meng 
may be counteracted or annihilated by the acci- 
dental presence of other germs, such as staphylo- 
cocci, the bacillus prodigiosus, etc.; in these cases, 
the disease generally follows its normal course. It 
is also known that, whenever the tissues are infil- 
trated, severely contused, or necrosed, the spores of 
malignant cedema may evolve to the bacterial form 
without needing the co-operation of microbes 
neutralising phagocytosis. 

In sheep, malignant cedema is a mortal affection. 
The author names four principal accidental causes, 
namely :—parturition, castration, shearing, and 
bites of dogs. 

Malignant cdema following parturition, also 
called ‘“ pseudo-charbon post-partum,” is com- 
paratively frequent. In the space of five years, the 


‘author observed it in 22 flocks; on one occasion, 


46 ewes died in a flock of 350 head. The disease 
begins in the vagina or in the neighbourhood of the 
vulva; from thence the characteristic swelling ex- 
tends upon the buttocks, into the perineum, and 
even affects the udder. The prognosis is unfavour- 
able. 

As therapeutic treatment, the author advises 
multiple scarifications, followed by the pressing out 
of the infiltrating liquid and the injection of a 2% 

otassium permanganate solution or a peroxide of 
er soma solution, at the periphery of the swelling. 
This should be done at the very commencement of 
the disease, and even then it very rarely succeeds. 
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Prophylaxis is therefore preferable; and the author 
gives careful directions for this, which may be 
summarised as follows. He attends carefully to 
the litter, and immediately removes the whole of 
the after-birth. He very carefully disinfects the 
genitals, buttocks, and perineum a short time before 
parturition ; and, immediately after it, he annoints 
the vulvar mucous membrane with an ointment 
containing 2% of potassium permanganate. 
special lambing premises are available, only the ewes 
ready to lamb are brought there, after previous dis- 
infection of the genital organs and their immediate 
neighbourhood. If no such premises are available, 
a portion of the sheep-fold is taken for the purpose, 
and fenced in by a double row of hurdles. Its sur- 
face of dung, etc., is removed, the new surface is 
sprinkled with a disinfectant, then covered with a 
layer of turf, and finally with soft clean straw. Soft 
straw is preferable to stiff coarse straw, as the latter 
may injure the lips of the vulva, which are always 
slightly swollen after parturition. Clean straw 
always contains fewer malignant cedema spores 
than that which has moulded, which is more or 
less in putrefaction. The author emphasises the 
danger from any use of the leaves, etc., of beets, 
which are usually soiled with earth, and much con- 
taminated by the malignant cedema microbe. 

Castration, which the shepherds usually practise 
without the least antiseptic precaution, is often 
accompanied by a direct inoculation of the spores 
of malignant edema. From a prophylactic point 
of view it is important to operate as aseptically as 
possible in the first place, and afterwards, as an 
open wound remains, to avoid subsequent inocula- 
tion. For the latter object, the same precautions 
as are taken in lambing suffice. 

Shearing by means of shears exposes the animal 
to the risk of multiple wounds of various depth. 
Infection may be direct, or follow subsequently from 
contact with the litter or any other inert spore- 
bearing substances. Immediate disinfection of all 
wounds is indicated; but it is better to avoid 
wounds by the use of special shearing machines. 

Dog-bites may cause direct infection of the 
wounds they produce. The saliva of the dogs may 
be virulent, especially when they have fed upon the 
flesh of sheep dead of malignant cedema. ,Wool, 
which is deeply introduced into the wound at the 
moment of biting, may also be infective. The 
remedies are self-indicative. Dogs given to bitin 
are got rid of or rendered unable to bite; and if, 
despite these precautions, a bite is found, it is 
surgically treated. 

Malignant edema of the pig is sometimes observed 
after castration, or after the injection of serum 
against swine erysipelas. Here also the sole pre- 
ventive remedy is the disinfection of the site of 
inoculation. As in ordinary practice it is impossi- 
ble to carry out such disinfection efficaciously when 
inoculating against swine erysipelas, a certain per- 
centage of accidents due to malignant cedema must 
always be reckoned upon.—(Annales de Médecine 
Vétérinaire). 

W.R.C. 


If 


VETERINARY ToxICOLOGY. 


The following notes, extracted from the Annual 
Report for 1917, of Dr. J. F. Tocher, Analyst to the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, are 
of interest. 

The contents of the fourth stomach of a bullock 
were examined, because the bullock was one of 
those which became ill suddenly and died within 
twenty-four hours. The post-mortem examination 
showed intense inflammation of the stomach, but 
no active poisons were found in the stomach con- 
tents which, however, were otherwise abnormal 
in respect that a large quantity of sand was found 
to be present. In the absence of other evidence, it 
was concluded that the bullock had died from some 
cause associated with the presence of so much 
foreign and mechanically hurtful material. 

Ewes and dried grains. Several valuable ewes, 
nursing big healthy lambs, died within forty-eight 
hours after having been shifted from a field where 
they had been grazing for some time, to another 
field where they were fed with dried grains and 
cake, in addition to grass. The stomachs and 
intestines of some of these ewes were examined for 
arsenic, lead, and alkaloidal poisons, with negative 
results. The contents of the various stomachs 
were found to have a distinctly acid re-action, the 
acid amounting to 2.5 per cent. expressed as lactic 
acid. 

The mixture of dried grains and undecorticated 
cake used was sent in for analysis, and was found 
to possess a high degree of acidity, as much as 3.2 
per cent of lactic acid was found to be present ; 
other acids being also present in minute quantities. 
The acidity of the grains was due to the action of 
lactic fermenting organisms upon the _ sugars 
normally present in this particular feeding stuff. 
Whether the fermentation was promoted by the 
presence of cotton cake or not is a matter for further 
investigation. 

The effect of such normal bacterial action and 
resulting acidity in the digestive tract of sheep is a 
problem for the veterinary physiologist to consider, 
but it is easy to see that the normal activities of the 
stomachs of sheep would be suspended, and that 
death would result simply from impaction, or in 
other ways. In any case, it was reported that 
acidity and abnormal bacterial action in the feeding 
stuffs were considered to be the most probable cause 
of death; but that the facts should be placed before 
veterinary experts for their consideration and final 
judgment. 

poisoning. A member sent in 
several samples of pigs’ stomachs for analysis. 
Phosphorus was found to be present both in the 
stomach and bowels of the pigs. Phosphorus is 
the chief constituent of a well-known rat poison, 
and phosphor paste left carelessly about a farm 
steading is the only way phosphorus in any form 
could be reasonably supposed to reach a piggery. . 

Fowls—Spotted Liver. Fowl poisoning was 
suspected by a member, who sent in several fowls 
for examination. No poisonous substances were 


found in the alimentary canals of these animals. 
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The liver, however, was found to be in a diseased 
condition, being riddied by multiplication of the 
parasite Coccidium avium. The disease is popular- 
ly known as “ spotted liver,” and was undoubtedly 
the cause of death in this case. 

Water. A sample of water was analysed for 
poisons, and was found to contain metallic lead. It 
was therefore the cause of death of two ewes which 
had been drinking the water. 


GENERAL REMARKS ON TOXICOLOGY. 


The sender of the above notes is of opinion that 
there is a considerable number of cases of suspected 
ae in animals sent to analysts, whereit would 

e advisable to have the active co-operation of the 
analyst with a veterinary surgeon. 

Periodically, analysts should be invited to attend 
meetings—social and business—of veterinarians, 
and to read papers on interesting cases. We as a 
profession have held ourselves apart from other 


‘scientific workers much too long, and we have lost 


considerably by so doing. It cannot be expected 
that a toxicologist or analyst can possess the amount 
of knowledge of pathology of the average veterinary 
surgeon. The writer has seldom lost an oppor- 
tunity of getting in touch with analysts on the 
subject of poisons, water and milk analysis, and the 
adulteration of foods, and has gained—and given, 
much help by the active co-operation. Agricultural 
societies would be well advised to appoint veterinary 
surgeons to collaborate with their analysts in 
suspected cases of poisoning in live-stock. 


F.R.C.V.S. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


A quarterly meeting of the Council of the Fund was 
held at the Registered Offices, 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, on Thursday, April 10th, when there were 

resent : S. H. Slocock, President, in the chair, Messrs. 

nham. Garnett, Gooch, Kelland, McCall, Sumner, 
Trigger, West, Willett, Wooldridge. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs 
gg Johnstone, McGuinness, McIntosh, Price, and 

oung. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 


SECRETARY’s REPORT. 


The Secretary submitted the following report, which 
was received and adopted :— 
Since the previous quarterly meeting the following 


donations and new subscriptions have been received :—‘ 


Donations :— 
D. Marshall, Capt. £2 20 
G. Garnett 10 6 
H. Taylor 10 6 
J. Buxton 7 6 
Collecting Boxes ° 
J. Martin 100 
A. Renfrew 10 6 
Proceeds of Entertainment arranged by 
Mr. A. Renfrew, of Broadway 33 4 6 
Bolton’s Cinema 1515 0 
Life Membership Subscriptions :— 
G. F. Banham 1010 O 
Norman Brear, Capt. 1010 O 
F. W. Willett 1010 0 
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New Subscriptions :— 
T. Bannatyne, Capt. £1 1 
Hough Begs 10 6 
W. J. Dale, Lt.-Col. 10 6 
T. J. Davis, Major ne. 
W. B. Edwards, Lt.-Col. 5 5 0 
J. Ewing Johnstone 110 
E. C. Lloyd 10 6 
J. McCunn, Capt. 
T. McGuinness 
E. B. Reynolds, Major 
S. Smith (in memory of his father) 2 2 0 
J. H. Thomson, Major Se 
R. C. Trigger 22 0 
E. Wallace, Capt. 110 
A. J. Williams, Col. 10 6 


Mr. A. Renfrew of Broadway, Worcestershire, very 
kindly undertook to arrange an Entertainment, the 
‘eey me of which were to go to the Fund. Mr. Renfrew 

as forwarded a cheque for £33 4s. 6d.. and the thanks 
of the Council are due to him for this very practical 
way of showing his sympathy with the Fund. 

he sum of £5,000 received from the Stephenson 
Bequest has been invested in accordance with instruc- 
tions, in the purchase of 5% War Loan, 1929-47, and the 
nominal amount purchased is £5252 9s. 6d. 

The Securities registered in the names of the Trustees 
have now been transferred to the name of the Associ- 
ation. A separate Donations account has been opened 
at the Bank into which all donations are entered. The 
Bank has agreed to pay interest on the amounts stand- 
ing to the credit of this account. 

Investments. The Hon. Treasurer was authorised to 
invest part of the balance of Donations, 1918, in the 
purchase of £200 Consols. : 

Life Members. It was unanimously resolved That 
the following be elected Life Members of the Fund :— 
Messrs G. F. Banham, J. Hammond, A. Renfrew and 
F. W. Willett. 

Relief. No. 18, Mrs. T. Correspondence was sub- 
mitted as to the circumstances of this en and it 
was resolved That the grant of 10/- weekly be discon- 
tinued at the end of the present month. 

No. 33, Miss W. An application was again submitted 
from Miss W. and the Secretary —— the result of 
enquiries made. It was resolved That a grant of 10/- 
weekly be made, to commence as from April Ist, 1919. 

No. 35 Mrs. M. Correspondence was submitted, and 
the Secretary was instructed to supply a form on which 
proper application may be made. 

o. 44, Mrs. F. An application was submitted, 
together with to enquiries made by the Secretary. 
It was resolved That in the opinion of the Council there 
is no immediate necessity for relief in this case. 

Accounts. Accounts were submitted and approved 
and ordered for payment. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 


Victoria VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FuND 
(INCORPORATED) 


The first general meeting of the members of the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund since its incorpor- 
ation was held at the Registered Offices, 10 Red Lion 
hag: London, W.C., on Thursday, April 10th, 1919, 
when the yay Ave ng resent :—Mr. S. H. Slocock, 
President) in the Chair, Messrs. G. A. Banham, F. W. 

arnett, S. H. Gaiger, J. C. Coleman, Col. J. W. 
Brittlebank, A. Lawson, J. McI. McCall, F. L. Gooch, 
H. A. MacCormack, H. Sumner, F. G. Samson, E. A. 
West, J. Willett, G. H. Wooldridge, P. J. L. Kelland, 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, and F. Bullock, Secretary. 

Minutes. The minutes of the annual meeting held 


on June 5th, 1918, were taken as read and confirmed. 
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Election of President. On the proposition of Mr. 
Sumner, seconded by Mr. West, it was unanimously 
resolved: That Mr. S. H. Slocock be re-elected 
President for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Stocock, in thanking the members for his re- 
election, said that he was a little diffident at taking the 
— again. He did so, however, because, having 

n connected with the Fund a little while, and now 
that we were entering Re ie a very much improved 
position as an incorporated Fund, he would like to re- 
main another year until the work wascompleted. Then 
he hoped that some fresh blood might be infused into 
the post, so that the Fund should havea fresh start and 
be made into a Fund of which we might all be proud. 
In the meantime he promised to do his best to promote 
the interests of the Fund. 

Vice-Presidents. The Presipent explained that 
under the new constitution the gentlemen who acted as 
Trustees of the Fund had gone out of office, and he 
suggested that it would be an honour to the Fund if 
they would accept the position of Vice-President. They 
were Mr. F. W. Garnett, Sir Stewart Stockman and 
Mr. W. F. Barrett. To these he suggested the name of 
Mr. E. A. West, one of the retiring Vice-Presidents, to 
whom the Fund owed the very substantial financial 
assistance received so regularly from the Boltons Cinema. 

On being put to the meeting, the Vice-Presidents as 
named were elected. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. On the proposition 
of Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. Banham, it was unan- 
imously resolved: That Mr. P. J. L. Kelland be re- 
elected Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the Fund. 

Mr. KELLAND in replying, said that he appreciated 
very much the honour of being elected once again to the 
position. His feeling in the matter was that he was 
simply in the hands of the Council. He woyld ve 
much rather if someone else would take up the wor 
who would be able to do more good for the Fund. 

Auditors. It was resolved on the proposition of the 
President, that Messrs. Woodhouse and Wilkinson be 
elected Auditors of the Fund, at an honorarium of six 
guineas per annum, and that they be thanked for so 
generously consenting to act for so nominal a fee, 


ANNUAL REporT AND BALANCE SHEET. 


The PrEsIDENT in submitting the Annual Report and 
Balance Sheet, said that it was hardly necessary for him 
to add any words to introduce it. The Fund had now 
become incorporated, having received a most munificent 
legacy from the late Dr. Stephenson, and we were now 
in a position, or would soon be, to do a good work 
amongst the necessitous and deserving dependents of 
our professional brethren. He invited discussion or 
remarks from those present. 1 

Mr. GARNETT suggested that it was now time for the 
Council te consider whether they could not increase the 
amount of some of the grants above the ordinary max- 
imum of 10/- per week. He thought that in view of 
present high prices, this might be done in some of the 
cases, and of course each case should be considered on 
its merits. 

It was decided that the matter should be referred to 
the Council. 

Mr. WILLETT said that it was evident that the Fund 
had done very good work. One of the best, to his mind, 
was that they had done what they could in one or two 
instances to vegas te a boy in life, and helping him to 

t a good start. e money voted in such cases was, 


e thought, put to excellent use. 

Mr. West moved the adoption of the Report, Mr. 
Banham seconded, and on being put to the meeting it 
was unanimously carried. 

Stephenson Bequest. Mr. THAtcHeR, Solicitor, ex- 
plained the situation with regard to the residue of the 


Stephenson Bequest, and stated that as soon as a deci- 
sion had been reached with need to the interpretation 
of one of the clauses of the will the residue of the estate 
would be distributed. 

Balance Sheet. On the proposition of Lt.-Col. 
Brittlebank, seconded by Mr. Banham, the audited Bal- 
ance sheet was received snd adopted. 


ELECTION oF CoUNCIL. 


The President explained that under the Articles, the 
members must now proceed to elect ten members of the 
Association to serve on the Council, in addition to those 
who held office, and were ex-officio members, and those 
who were members of Council on the nomination of the 
subscribing Veterinary Medical Soeieties. 

It was resolved That the following members of the 
Association be elected members of Council as represen- 
ting the members of the Fund :—Messrs G. A. Banham, 
L. . Blenkinsop, 8. H. Gaiger, F. L. Gooch, J. Me. I. 
McCall, T. S. Price, H. Sumner, R. C. Trigger, G. H. 
Wooldridge, W. Jackson Young. 


EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING. 


Immediately following the General anne. an Extra- 
ordinary General Meeting was held, at which the same 
members were in attendance. 

The PrEsIDENT explained that in order to bring the 
Articles of Association into line with what was intended 
with regard to the representation of subscribing societies 
on the Council, it was necessary to make the following 
alterations. He moved the following resolution :— 

1. That the provisions of the Articles of Association 
be altered by adding the following words to Clause 18, 
Sub-clause A (1), after the words “in clause 19 hereof ” 
“so long as these Societies and Associations shall con- 

tinue to contribute to the funds of the Association a 

sum of not less than two guineas per annum, and in 

like manner one representative nominated from 
amongst the Members of the Association by any other 

Veterinary Medical Society or Association approved 

by the Council which may contribute a sum of not 

less than two guineas per annum to the funds of the 

Association.” 

2. That Clause 19 of the Articles be altered by the 
omission of the words “the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland” in lines 19 and 
20 and the insertion of the words “of the Department 
of Agriculture, Ireland” after the words “ Veterinary 
Officers’ Association ” in line 21. 

On being put to the meeting the motion was carried. 
unanimously. 

The SECRETARY announced that in accordance with 
the notice duly given, a further Extraordinary General 
Meeting would be held at the registered offices on 
Thursday, May Ist, at 6.30 p.m., for the purpose of 
confirming the Special Resolution. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
{[NavionaL V.M.A.—SouTHERN Brancu.] 


A Meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, 
W.C. 1, on Thursday, April 3, at 7 p.m., Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge, President, m the Chair 


The following Fellows signed the attendance book :— 
Prof. J. Macqueen, Messrs. F. W. Chamberlain, H. 
King, W.S. King, J. W. McIntosh, J. Willett, G. P. 
Male, W.R. Davis, W. N. Thompson, P. W. Dayer 
Smith, G. H. Livesey, R.A. Philp, W. F. Widden, and 
Hugh A, MacCormack, (Hon. Sec.) 

Visitors: Capt. J. B. Leitch, a.a.v.c., Capt. C. J. 
McAnulty, Vet. Corps., U.S.A., Lt. A. Freer, Vet. Corps., 
U\S.A., Capt. Reavy, R.a.v.c., and Prof. J.J. O’Connor. 
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On the motion of Mr. J. W. McIntosh, seconded by 
a the minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as read. 

The Secretary read a postcard from Mr. J.C. Coleman 
and a letter from Maj.-Gen. Blenkinsop ~ peep, that 
they would be absent from the em - and also a letter 
from Mr. Leslie Scott, K.C., M.P., as follows :— 

Horsss. 

Dear Sir,—Lord Ribblesdale and I have been talking 
over the position with a view to united action by those 
interested, and we should like to have the views of your 
Organisation on the question of what action, adminis- 
trative and / or legislative, should be taken. 

Our idea is to get from each organisation concrete 
suggestions, and then have a meeting at the House of 
Commons and formulate definite proposals. We should 
particularly like your views on:—1 Licensing of drivers. 
2 Sales of old or worn-out horses. 3 Making the em- 
ployer penally responsible for offences of drivers, car- 
men, etc., at least in cases of over-loading or over- 
working. 4 Forage. 5 Condition of roads. 6 Severe 
punishment for cruelty. 7 Export trade. 

Yours faithfully, 
(signed) Scorr. 


The SecreTary stated that he had written to Mr. 
Leslie Scott and asked him on what day he proposed 
holding the meeting with Lord Ribblesdale, and that 
Mr. Leslie Scott had replied that as soon as the date is 
fixed he will let me know. 

The PRESIDENT suggested that as there was a very 
full Agenda the consideration of the points raised by 
Mr. Leslie Scott should be deferred to a subsequent 
meeting. 

Mr. W. 5S. Kina said that he had received a similar 
letter as the President of the Master Farriers’ Associa- 
tion of Central London, and that his Association had 
decided to wait until a week or two later, as a 
many veterinarians belonged to the Master Farriers’ 
Association. 

Mr. MoIntosu entirely agreed with the President’s 
view that the matter should be deferred. The points 
raised would require very‘full and careful consideration, 
and he thought it would be impossible to deal with 
them on that occasion. 

On the motion of Mr. Livesey, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Intosh, it was decided to put the matter on the Agenda 
for the next meeting. e Secretary was directed to 
inform Mr. Leslie tt that the matter had been 
sympathetically received by the Society, and that it 
would be discussed at our next meeting. | 

RESOLUTION BY THE DERBYSHIRE 

The Secretary read the following letter :— 

Dear Sir,—I have been instructed by the Derbyshire 
Veterinary Association to inform you that the following 
resolution was passed at a meeting of the above Associ- 
ation held on Feb. 21st, 1919 :— 


Veterinary Surgeons and Live Stock Shows. 


“That Veterinary Surgeons refuse to act in a pro- 
fessional capacity at Live Stock Shows where vendors 
of animal medicines and surgical appliances are allowed 
to have stands for the purpose of exhibiting or offering 
such articles for sale, and also that Veterinary Surgeons 
attending officially at Live Stock Shows shall receive 
@ Fee.”— Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) 


March 10th. F. T. Price. 


The PrestpENT remarked that it was of little use 
passing a resolution which could not be carried out in 
tice. 
On the motion of Prof. J. Macqueen, seconded by Mr. 
Davis, it was decided that a letter expressing sym 
with the principles of the Derbyshire Association 


thy 
ould 


be sent to the Secretary of that Association, but t- 

ting that the Central Veterinary Society were unable to 

see how they could afford them any useful assistance. 
The Secretary read the resolution as follows :— 


Minisrry oF HEALTH. 


Resolution, passed eaentenonaly at a General Meeting 
of the Members of the North of Ireland V.M.A., held at 
Belfast, 28th March. 

“That this meeting places on record its appreciation 
of the action of the Government in introducing the 
Ministry of Health Bill, and its application to Ireland. 
Further, having regard to the invaluable assistance 
heretofore rendered by the members of the veterinary 
profession to the cause of Public Health, and to the im- 
portant part which they must in the future undertake 
in the matter, would point out the necessity of having 
the words “ And a member of the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege’ added to clause (d) of sub-section 2 ; and at least 
one member of the veterinary profession on the Irish 
Public Health Consultative Council ; and this meetin 
requests the Government to provide in said Bill for suc 
representation. That copies of this resolution be for- 
warded to the Prime Minister, Dr. Addison, the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, the Attorney-General for Ireland, 
and the Vister Members of Parliament.” 

The PresipENT remarked that without the Bill before 
them it would be difficult to proceed to the consider- 
ation of this subject. In case Fellows were not aware 
of it, he might tell them that the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland as well as the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association, acting quite indepen- 
dently, had come to the conclusion that it was a serious 
omission from the Public Health Bill as epemee to 
Ireland that no provision was made in that Bill for the 
inclusion of veterinary surgeons on the staff to advise in 
matters appertaining to veoeesneny work, particularly 
with regard to meat inspection, and contagious diseases 
which are transmissible fromanimalsto man. Both the 
Associations mentioned had sent a deputation over from 
Ireland to the House of Commons, to interview and to 
interest important Members of the House in that con- 
nection, and although the Bill had reached the Report 
stage, when it was more difficult to get an alteration 
made, yet the depnaeeions were still hopeful that they 
might accomplish their object. Sir Edward Carson had 
received them sympathetically, and Mr. Devlin had in- 
formed them that had the proposal been brought to bis 
notice in the Committee stage of the Bill, it was almost 
certain that the amendment would have been inserted. 

Prof. Mac@ugkeN thought that the letter should be 
sent to the National Veterinary iation. 

The PrestpENT said that a’similar resolution was 
before the National Association from the V.M.A.I, 
which he hoped would be discussed at a meeting on the 
10th inst. 

Mr. McINTOsH ex the view that the Central 
Veterinary Society should take direct action ; he thought 
there was no time to go to the Council, or to other Soci- 
eties. There was not a minute to lose ; they were prob- 
ably too late now. 

fter discussion it was decided, on the motion of Mr. 
Male, seconded by Mr. Willett, that the meeting should 
pass a resolution expressing agreement with the North 
of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association, and submit 
it to that Association so that they could distribute it to 
influential members to show that they had the support 

Resolved : “‘ That the Central Veterinary Society sup- 

rts fully the action of the North of Ireland Veterinary 
Medical Association, and of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland in their endeavour to secure the 
appointment of a veterinary surgeon to the Consultative 
Coaneil of the Ministry of Public Health. : 
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And further, that copiesof this resolution be forwarded 
to the Secretaries of those Associations in order: that they 
may submit it to the various influential members of 
Parliament showing that they have the earnest support 
of their English conf? éres.” 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


The SECRETARY read the notice from the Victoria 
Benevolent Fund, convening a general meeting also an 
extraordinary general meeting to resolution respec- 
ting the altering of Clause 18 in their articles of associ- 
ation. 

The PresipENT said that most of the Fellows were no 
doubt aware that the Victoria Benevolent Fund had 
recently become an Incorporated Limited Society. That 
step had been taken on account of the bequest of the 
late Dr. Clement Stephenson, who had left £5,000 to the 
Fund, and also a portion of his residuary estate. The 
notice read by the Hon. Sec. was in effect a notice of the 
changes in the Articles of Association of the Victoria 
Benevolent Fund. It would be noticed that any other 
approved Society which contributes not less than two 

ineas in any year might nominate a member of the 
Council of the Fund. The words “approved Society ” 
were included in order to prevent societies other than 
veterinary societies who might contribute to the Fund 
exercising the right which they would otherwise have o 
being represented on the Council. (It was agreed that 
no steps on the circular were necessary other than re- 
ceiving it.) 

ANGLO-FRANCO BELGIAN VETERINARY RELIEF FUND. 


The SecreEtTAryY read the circular letter, dated March 
1919 from the British Committee of the Anglo-Franco- 
Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 

e PRESIDENT said that it would be remembered 
that when that Fund was first started an appeal was 
received, but as it was deemed at that time a little 

remature, inasmuch as the Fund could not be admin- 
istered, the amount of subscription from the Central 
Veterinary Society was not decided upon. It had been 
eed, he thought, in general association that there 
should be a donation, and it was referred to the Council 
for that purpose. He suggested that the matter should 
be again referred to the Council. It must be remem- 

, of course, that it was the Council only that could 
vote funds, but the Council was anxious to receive sug- 
gestions from general meeting, if they chose to give any, 
with regard to the amount to be voted. 

The SECRETARY suggested that it would be advisable 
to defer the matter until later in the or in the hope 
that the Treasurer, who had been detained by an urgent 
case, would be able to give information as to the state 
of the funds of the Society. This was agreed to after a 
short discussion. ‘ 

The PresipENT: Under the heading of “ Morbid 
Specimens,” it has been customary t&Allow members to 
refer to any specially seers Bee that have come 
under notice. He understood that Mr. Livesey desired 
to mention such a case. 


Fatty FAECES IN A Doc. 


Mr. Liveszy said he would like the opinion and help, 
if possible, of those members who had experience of a 
similar case to the following, or of members who were 
pathologists. The subject was a small griffon about 8 
months old, and had n suffering for about three 
weeks from what he believed was called fatty diarrhua. 
The only noticeable symptoms were a persistent greasi- 
ness of the skin surrounding the anus, and the passage 


of pultaceous feces which contained an abnormal quan- 
tity of oil. The dog had been losing flesh, in fact had 
lost half a pound in weight in ten days, which was a 

deal for such a small dog. Otherwise he seemed 
perfectly wel] ; it was lively, ate well and was in good 


spirits. The character of the feces was.really rather re- 
markable. The food seemed to have been song well 
digested, and it came away in a great dcllop of pul- 
taceous matter surrounded with a whole lot of what 
appears to be oil. This, if gathered up and _ on a fire, 
burned like paraffin oil. If put in a cold place and 
allowed to cool down, it set, and had the appearance of 
butter. If the dog lay on a clean white sheet it would 
leave distinct grease marks from a continual oozing ; in 
fact the dog appeared like an animal which one might 
suppose had been saturated with liquid paraffin such as 
was given as a laxative, except that of course that would 
not set when it got cold. But the faces were passed in 
a very similar way, and the dog seemed as if it had had 
an overdose of oil. He believed such conditions arise 
in a human being from some interference with the 

roper functioning of the pancreas or the liver, or both, 
Dat that dog did not appear to be sufferin from any 
disease of the liver that he could find ; and he knew of 
no means, in the canine race anyhow, of diagnosing any 
disease of the pancreas. He had changes of diet, but 
that did not seem to affect the condition very much. 
He had stopped milk and butter, and oily foods gener- 
ally, but that only meant an increased loss of weight. 
Evidently the oily matter that was passed was not from 
undigested fats; it was evidently more or less deri- 
vative, and apparently was being drawn out of the dog’s 
body and excreted by means of the bowel. He had not 
come across a case like it; he did not understand how 
to treat it ; and he thought that if a pathologist was 
present he might be able to help. 

Mr. WILLETT said he was in the fortunate position of 
being able to give Mr. Livesey a little information about 
the matter, and he thought the Presidegt could do so too. 
He (the speaker) had a similar case about four years 
ago. The dog had distemper, and up to a certain period 
was doing well, and then, as in Mr. Livesey’s case, he 
had a motion and dropped the oily matter afterwards, 
and when the motion set it looked as though candle 

rease had been dropped on it. He had consulted Pro- 

essor Wooldridge, and they had decided to stop all oily 
matter. The dog gradually lost weight, although he 
was lively and ate well, and eventually became very 
emaciated. The owner finally decided to destroy him, 
and a post-mortem was made, when it was found that 
the pancreas either had been absorbed or was absent 
altogether. That was the only organic symptom they 
had found. 

Mr. Livesry said that the dog 
previous distemper to account for it. 

Mr. WILLETT replied that the condition may not have 
been a sequel to the distemper ; it might have been 
merely a coincidence. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that the two cases men- 
tioned corresponded very closely with regard to the 
symptoms, except perhaps in the primary history which 
might have been a coincidence rather than a matter of 
cause and effect. The fat that came with the stools in 
our case was always with the latter portion of the stool, 
and when it got cold it became quite firm and solid, 
almost like the wax of a candle. It had a distinct 
butyric odour, and one might have eet that the 
dog had too much milk or butter, and those foods were 
discontinued, but the fattiness continued. He had had 
it examined analytically by Dr. Lander, who came to 
the conclusion that it was stearin. They suspected the 
irregularity of pancreatic function, and in that case they 
had used some pancreatic secretions, but they got no 
improvement whatever in the case, and it was ultimately 
decided by the owner not to persist, and they had the 
advantage of the post-mortem examination, which, as 
Mr. Willett had pointed out, revealed a complete 
absence of pancreas. There was no pancreatic structure 
at all, and all that was found of the mark of the pan- 


in his case had no 
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crease in the crook of the duodenum was a certain 
amount of loose connective tissue. 

Mr. Livesey asked what was the age of the dog? 

The PreEsiDENT replied that it was about six months 
old, a Pom, It had not occured to him at the time to 
examine the urine of the dog, which might help in Mr. 
Livesey’s case. Experimental extirpation of the pan- 
creas resulted in melituria, or saccharine diabetes, and 
some atrophy of the pancreas may be associated with 
some sugar in the urine. 

Mr. Livesty asked whether it was believed that the 
pancreas had been present and had been absorbed ? 

The PREsIDENT said he thought it had probably been 
atrophied. 

Mr. WILLETT, in reply to Mr. Livesey, stated that he 
thought the absence of the pancreas was not congenital, 
because the history of the patient showed that he had 
been perfectly normal to the time when he had dis- 
temper. 

The PRESIDENT said that with regard to treatment he 
could only make one suggestion, namely, that if the 
condition was associated with atrophy of the pancreas, 
feeding on fresh pancreas, which could be obtained 
from the local butcher, might answer the purpose. 

Capt. McANULTY, U.s.A., said that he had seen simi- 
lar cases. He had one Boston terrier bitch of his own, 
a very good dog, which developed the same complaint 
every summer. He had it for four years. At times the 
feeces would be of an ordinary brown colour, and at 
other times they would be intensely black, but ova 
with these small drops of oily substance upon them. The 
bitch would lose weight continually while the condition 
lasted: she would lose from three to seven or eight 
pounds. He had examined the fices for the eggs of 
worms, thinking that might be the cause, because he had 
seen several cases of lost weight from Tricocephalus 
depressiusculus. That is an ordinary small worm 
which assimilates the hook worm to a certain extent, 
but inhabits the cuecum, and he had seen many dogs 
killed by that worm. He found no evidence of the eggs 
of that particular worm in his dog, or dogs with a simi- 
lar case and he proceeded to treat them with ordinary 


intestinal antiseptics. At first he tried salol ; which did | 


not seem to improve them much. He then tried thymol, 
and that did not seem to give much benefit. The dogs 
would never seem to eat anything but raw meat. If 
they were given raw beef they would always eat it, but 
they would not drink milk or eat bread and gravy or 
greens ; they would eat raw grass in quantities, but they 
would not eat cooked greens. He ( the speaker ) finally 
hit upon creosote and bismuth, with the essence of pep- 
sin as a vehicle. He had used that quite extensively in 
the States, and he had given the dogs 3 times daily as 
much as 20 grains to a dose of bismuth subnitrate, and 
as much as 24 to 4 minims of creosote, according to the 
size of the dog. That treatment after »bout three weeks 
produced very noticeable results. He did not get any 
improvement whatever for about two to three weeks ; 
the dogs would continually lose flesh and be off their 
appetite altogether. The elasticity of their skin would 
be absolutely absent, and one would think they were 
going todie. The day after the treatment the temper- 
ature would usually be sub-normal. They do not lose 
their spirits at all ; they play as usual. e had never 
had the opportunity to hold a post-mortem on one, 
because they all got well. He might add that most of 
the dogs had the disease at the seashore. He had seen 
very few in large cities. _He practised in Philadelphia, 
and on the coast of New Jersey, and he had found most 
cases at the sea shore. 
The PresipeNtT remarked that Captain McAnult 

might be interested to know that Mr. Livesey practi 


at a coast town, the case he (Prof. Wooldridge) had 
mentioned was in London. 


ELECTION OF FELLOWS. VISITORS. 


The CHAIRMAN announced that the result of the 
ballot showed that both the candidates for Fellowship, 
Mr. C. H. P. King, M.R.c.v.s., of 155 Lower Kennington 
Lane, 8.E., and Captain Higgins, R.A.v.c., Woolwich, 
S.E, had been unanimously elected. 

Before calling on Mr. Male to read his paper he 
would like to extend a word of welcome to several 
visitors who were present : Captain Leitch of the Aus- 
tralian Army Veterinary Service, who would probably 
be able to be present at several meetings ; two Officers 
of the United States Veterinary Corps, Capt. McAnulty 
and Lieut. Freer ; Professor O’Connor of the Dublin 
Veterinary College, and Captain Reavy of the R.A.V.C., 
who was also retary to the Irish Branch of the 
National Veterinary Association. He was sorry the 
last two visitors were not in attendance earlie;, because 
they might have assisted us with regard to the Resolu- 
tion which had been passed with regard to the Public 
Health Bill for Ireland. Capt. Reavy and Prof. O’Connor 
were in London at the present time to interview 
members of the House of Commons, and Prof. O’Connor 
had told him that he thought it would help them also if 
a similar copy of the Resolution were sent to them for 
distribution. 

Mr. WILLETT said that perhaps Prof. O’Connor could 
a the Meeting when the Report stage was likely to be 
taken. 

Prof. O’Connor then made a statement as to the 
action taken by his Association. 

On the motion of Mr. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
Thompson, it was resolved that the Resolution be also 
forwarded to the Secretary of the V.M.A.I., with a 
request that he should forward it as soon as ible to 
the people whom he knew would be likely to give 
support in the matter. 

apt. Reavy said that his age | much appreciated 
the assistance given by their fellow-professionals in 
England. 

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON EquINE INFLUENZA. 

By Mr. G. P. MALE, M R.c.v.8. 
(The paper appeared last week, p. 383.) 

The PRESIDENT suggested that as the hour was rather 
late it would be advisable to postpone discussion on Mr. 
Male’s pease until the next meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. 
Willett, it was resolved that che discussion on Mr. Male’s 
paper should be age to the next meeting, a at 
the paper should be printed and circulated to ‘the 
Fellows of the Society. 


THE ANGLO-FRANCO-BELGIAN Funp. 


The PRESIDENT suggested that as the Treasurer had 
not arrived, the Meeting should consider what sum they 
would ee should be donated to the Anglo-Franco- 
Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 

e SECRETARY reminded the members present that 
the notice, besides requesting a subscription from the 
Society as such, urged that individual members should 
subscribe as liberally as possible ; and further, that if 
they had subscribed, they should subscribe again. 

n the motion of Prof. Macqueen, seconded by Mr. 
Male, it was resolved that a sum not exceeding £50 
should be suggested to the Council to be oes to 
the Anglo- Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 


Tre Ministry oF Pustic 


The CuarrMan then invited Mr. McIntosh to raise 
the question of the Ministry of Health Bill for England. 
Mr. McINTosH expre the opinion that the profes- 
sion had been backward in pushing their views as to 
the inclusion of veterinary surgeons in the Consultative 
Council proposed to be constituted under the Ministry 
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of Health Bill. He thought the action of the Irish 
gentlemen who were present was most creditable. He 
would be inclined to move a resolution similar to that 
of the Irish Association. 

__ Prof. O’Connor said he was quite sure that Mr. 
Thatcher, the solicitor to the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, was quite alive to the situation. Asa 
matter of fact it was Mr. Thatcher who had written to 
him calling his attention to the matter. 

Mr. WILLETT said it would not be wished to do any- 
thing outside the Council, if it could only be known 
that the Council were doing the best they could for the 
profession ; but nothing was known from year to year 
until the Annual Meeting came round. Then a small 
report was issued showing what had been done, and in 
his opinion that did not tend to give that confidence to 
the Council which was their due, or which should be 
their due from the profession who elected them. 

Mr. McIntosu remarked that the right person to re- 
— their interests was the President of the Royal 

Jollege of Veterinary Surgeons, and if he had been con- 
sulted they would be satistied that their interests were 
being safeguarded ; but that would not prevent the 
Society as a Society, or the individual members of it, 
from approaching Members of Parliament or other 
people of influence with a view to getting their support 
and interest. The position at the present moment was 
so obscure that no one seemed to know whether the 
Council had been consulted or what had been done, and 
he thought that if there was any further delay the Soci- 
pc — d be too late,—if indeed they were not too late 
already. 

After discussion, it was decided that the President 
should be requested to see the President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, or to send him a tele- 
gram, to the effect that the Society was strongly of opin- 
ion that the veterinary profession should be represented 
at the Ministry of Public Health about to be formed, in 
order that the interests of the profession and the Public 
Health should be safeguarded, and that it would respect- 
fully inquire whether the interests could not be forward- 
ed by personal interviews of individual members of 
the profession with influential Members of Parliament, 


Tue Master Farrtiers’ 


The CHAIRMAN then invited Mr. W. 8S. King to make 
a short statement with regard to the Farriers Bill at 
present before Parliament. There would be no time for 

iscussion, but he would like to hear Mr. King’s state- 
ment on the matter. 

Mr. W. 8. Krne said that as Chairman then of perhaps 
one of the most important branches of the National 
Master Farriers’ Association, representing some eight or 
nine thousand members, and as a veterinarian, it 


- appeared to him, tuat the Master Farriers’ Bill was— 


with the exception of Clauses 2 and 3—-of an entirely 
destructive nature. The only constructive measure 
which he could see was in connection with the creation 
of new appointments as examiners for the men who 
formulated the scheme. In Clause 4 there was a term 
“or en in business.” That meant everybody ; small 
men who kept a shop, the large railway companies who 
own horses ; the owners of race-horses, veterinarians and 
others. These people would all have to shut up shop if 
this Bill became law. He had called a committee meet- 
ing of the London district : the Bill was discussed, and 
he (the speaker) had moved the following resolution : 
“That this Committee emphatically condemned and 
protested against the proposed new Bill for compulsory 
registration of farriers” etc., as calculated permanently 
to throw out of employment Army farriers and shoeing- 
‘smiths who have done valuable work on all the fronts 
during the war, to render the farriers trade monoply 


‘more severe and restricted than that of the most hig vy 


ge een profession, to raise the cost of horse-shoeing 
ar above the present rates, and to inflict serious hard- 
ships on all horse owners and agriculturists. 

he PRESIDENT said that it — be useful if Mr. 
King could elaborate a little the effect of the Bill upon 
veterinarians as such. 

Mr. W. 8. Kine said that Clause 4 of the Bill stated 
that after the passing of the Act no person should be 
licensed to practise farriery, unless you served an 
apprenticeship of 5 years and passed an examination. 

e thought it was obvious that veterinarians who had 
shops would have to close those shops if the Bill became 
law, unless they became licentiates of the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers. It was absurd to expect veteri- 
nary surgeons in the midst of their career to go into a 
forge and learn the business of farriery so as to enable 
them to keep forges. 

Mr. MALE said that it was of course an insult to ask 
a veterinary surgeon to pass the R.S.S. examination 
og he had already passed one ten times more difli- 
cult. 

Mr. W.S. KinG said there was one other thing he 
would like to mention as affecting the veterinarian. 
There was an addendum to the Bill, as follows :—“ It 
may be pointed out in the interests of the horse-owning 
public that it is urgently necessary that some legislation 
should be passed without delay, as there is a very grave 
risk of the country being flooded with a large number 
of semi-skilled men when demobilisation takes place, 
who, if allowed to ae farriery without restraint, 
will cause incalculable damage to horse-owners.” 

That was an insult to the veterinarian who had trained 
the men in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps.. If the 
men are semi-skilled as has been described, why ask for 
such a Bill; let the public judge for themselves. 
Although of course, again, it is a destructive measure, 
and a most unpatriotic one at that, and, further, it is 
totally inconsistent with the rights of man. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Male for his excellent paper, 
| Mr. Willett and seconded by Mr. McIntosh, 
was carried unanimously. 


Huau A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


DERBYSHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION, 


The quarterly meeting of the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association was held at Derby on April 8. Mr. A. 
Levie, of Derby (President), occupied the chair, and 
there were also present: Messrs. McIntyre, Leek ; 
Marrison, Bakewell; G. Howe, Buxton; J.T. Abell, 
Derby; J. Devilie, Uttoxeter; T. H. L. Duckworth, 
Ashbourne; F. Aulton, Tutbury, and F. T. Prince, 
Ashbourne, Hon. Sec. 

The President said he hoped they would realise the 
value of the Association by the amount of criticism of 
their doings which had already been evoked in the 
veterinary press. Their object was to make themselves 
felt as an Association, with the one object of raising 
their professional status. With that would come fuller 
recognition from public bodies and from private indi- 
viduals, and incidentally it would lead to an improve- 
ment in their finances. They had been criticised by 
correspondents who had written to the papers, and also 
editorially. He for one welcomed such criticism. The 
editor of 7'he Record, referring to their agitation for 
representation in Parliament, said “It is still doubtful 
whether a veterinarian in Parliament could exercise 
more influence upon the Government than can be done 
by the Parliament of our own profession.” But what 
had the Parliament of the profession done? Absolutely 
nothing ; and there was no indication of their doing 
anything. “One voice in 700 speaking for one of the 
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smallest professions in the country would have an 
uphill task, and the chances of success would depend 
upon the quality of the man,” said Zhe R He 
thought that was insulting their intelligence, because if 
they ae a veterinary surgeon into Parliament they 
would choose a man in whom they had every confidence. 
Then the editor continued, Any member of the House 
with a genuine interest in our affairs might do really as 
much good as one of our profession, though a profess- 
ional man’s knowledge would render a veterinarian pre- 
ferable if he was suitable in other respects. He (the 
speaker) believed he was justified in saying that they 
could not have the personal interest in the profession 
shown by anyone who was not a member of it, in the 
same degree as a veterinary surgeon himself would show 
it. Therefore with one veterinarian in the House they 
might expect better results than if they relied on the 
help of their local members. A correspondent in The 
Record who signed himself “ Worried,” criticised tie 
scale of fees which the Derbyshire Association had 
fixed, and raised the question of co-operation. Other 
associations had fixed different fees, and the corres- 

ndent in question suggested that want of co-operation 

tween the various associations would be destructive of 
effort. So far as Derbyshire were concerned they 
would welcome co-operation, and it certainly existed 
between their individual members. 

With regard to quack medicines at shows, he recalled 
the fact that they had passed a resolution that they 
would not attend shows if there were on the ground 
stands for exhibiting any quack preparations, and one 
of their critics in the veterinary press was of the opinion 
that societies would sooner give up veterinary surgeons 
than the stands of the quack remedy dealers, which were 

nerally very remunerative. ‘“‘ We are quite prepared 

or them to do that,” said the president ; “we are not 

dependent on agricultural shows, and we often attend 
them at inconvenience and loss to ourselves. That is 
our reply to that line of argument.” So long as the 
profession was united on that point, he was convinced 
that agricultural societies would sooner or later come to 
their way of thinking. He did not want his brother 
practitioners outside Derbyshire to consider him dog- 
matic or dictatorial, but he earnestly appealel to them 
to consider the dignity of the profession and the best 
means of maintaining it. 

It transpired that one or two members had agreed to 
act for their local shows before the resolution referred 
to was passed, and it was understocd that they might do 
so this year in the circumstances, but that in future the 
terms of the resolution shall be rigidly adhered to. 

_ The Price of Petrol. The Hon. Sec. reported that he 
had approached the Anglo-American Oil Company on 
the question of petrol with a view to veterinary surgeons 
being supplied on the same terms as other favoured 
a e mentioned that some veterinary surgeons 
already were > at the cheaper rate. The com- 
- pany had replied to the effect that it was impossible to 
supply veterinary surgeons at a cheap rate, and asking 
fer the names of those who were at present being so 
favoured. It was decided not to furnish the information 
asked for. 

Insurance Fees. The President said the next item on 
the agenda was “ Blacklegs of our profession,” and in 
using that phrase what he and the Hon. Sec. had in mind 
was whether any other practitioner was undertaking 
work for the insurance companies which members of the 
Derbyshire Association had refused because the mini- 
mum fee was not offered. He invited members present 
to relate their experiences. 

Mr. Marrtson said he had returned several cases to 
insurance companies, and in three instances the com- 


ies had afterwards agreed to pay the minimum fee 


of 10/6. Another society wrote to say they were con. | 


sidering the question. He found he was quite as well, 
if not better off, doing fewer cases at a good fee than a 
greater number at a poor fee. 

Mr. Duckworrtu produced a letter from the Co-oper- 
ative Insurance Society who at first refused to pay the 
10/6, but subsequently they did so on being told that he 
would not examine the animal for less, and that no one 
else in Derbyshire would do so. He agreed with Mr. 
Marrison, that although it might mean fewer exami- 
nations it would be better for the veterinary surgeon in 
the long run. 

Mr. AuLTON said he refused a fee of 4/- from the Im- 
perial, and he afterwards ascertained that the animal in 
question was insured without being examined. 

The Presipent: Let them take the risk if they won’t 

y the minimum fee. When they have been let in a 
ew times they will fallinto line with us. Wecan afford 
to refuse a fee of 4/-, which is much too low to offer a 
professional man who can earn more in other ways. 1 
think we may congratulate ourselves upon the result of 
our efforts thus far. We expected to lose some business, 
but much of it will come back, and for what we sacrifice 
for good we shall be more than compensated in the 
increased fees. The insurance companies are themselves 
awakening to the justice of our claim, and they are 
meeting to discuss a new scale of fees to offer to the 
veterinary profession. 

The Hon. Sec. mentioned that his firm had passed 
work on to other veterinary surgeons when it lay out- 
side their own district. 

The Prestpent thought that was a very good spirit 
to show, and if it only became general it would a 
source of strength to them as an association. It mani- 
fested a sense of brotherhood and comradeship which 
their association was out to foster, and he commended 
the action of Messrs. Duckworth and Prince to veteri- 
nary surgeons as a whole. 

Veterinary co-operation and Etiquette. Mr. Howe 
spoke on the subject of co-operation among veterinary 
surgeons and especially among veterinary societies. He 
thought there was room for a great deal of improvement. 
He was afraid the powers that be had not looked after 
the interests of the practitioners as they ought to have 
done, and especially country practitioners. Unless they 
bound themselves together and acted as one man their 
profession would be left behind in this period of re-con- 
struction. Reform was necessary in many directions. 
To improve their professional status, and above all to 
secure a uniform and adequate fee from insurance 
companies and from public bodies generally, they must 
present a united front. Derbyshire had made a start, 
and they had come in for a certain gmount of criticism, 
but it seemed a healthy kind of criticism and would, in 
his opinion, do more than harm. He hoped that 
as a result of the lead which this Association was giving, 
lasting good would be accomplished for the profession. 
They wanted nothing for themselves that they were not 
prepared to see others enjoy. but to attain theis object 
unanimity was essential. With regard to the stand they 
were taking against low insurance fees, it was evident 
that good was already resulting. They might expect 
some of the minor i pr to refuse to pay 10/6 for 
an examination, but such companies they could afford 
to ignore if the larger companies come into line, which 
uhere was every likelihood of their doing. 

The PRESIDENT, apropos of this question, referred to 
a report in 7'he Record of the ethical code laid down b 
the Cumberland Association. He said there was a well 
understood etiquette in the veterinary profession which 
he believed most men were anxious to observe. 

Mr. ABELL thought that membership of a society like 
this was bound to create a feeling of good fellowship. 
No man who had the welfare of his profession at heart 
would care to do that which was contrary to its best 
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interests. He agreed with the comments made by the 
President, and said he believed they would further the 
ideas of co-operation by becoming affiliated with the 
National Veterinary Association. 

The PreEsIDENT said there were various ways in which 
they might co-operate one with another. They could 
help each other’s clients if they happened to be in their 
district, without, of course, taking the fee that would 
belong to the client’s regular veterinary surgeon. They 
might also communicate with each other so far as ex- 
aminations for insurance companies were concerned, so 
as to make sure that there was no attempt on the part 
of any company to play one veterinary surgeon off 
against another. More important still, they could warn 
each other of clients who never paid their accounts, and 
so prevent bad debts — incurred. He had not a 
word to say against the real rman who could not 
pay, and he (the speak2r) did what no doubt many 
other practitioners did—attend some sick animals for 
which he knew he never would be paid. If an animal 
was in pain, any veterinary surgeon would do his best 
to relieve it, and in the case of a very poor man the fee 
would be a secondary consideration. That was not the 
case he had in mind. They knew only too well that 
some people who could well afford to pay never did so, 
and when they. had rua up an account with one vet- 
erinary surgeon they transferred their affections to an- 
other. That was where they could do each other a good 
turn by giving a timely warning. Such people ought to 
be black-listed, and a friendly understanding among 
local practitioners should have the desired effect. 

The Cowneil Elections. The PREsIDENT referred to 
the approaching election of members of the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He had 
hoped that they would have had a nomination of their 
own, but he was advised that it was too late this year. 
Voting papers had to be sent abroad and they con- 
sequently had to be printed a long time ahead. He 
proceeded to put in a plea for Mr. Hill, of Lianelly, who 
was a candidate for a seat on the Council, and who, in 
his opinion, most nearly approximated to their own 
progressive views. He did not desire to interfere with 
the freedom of action of any member in the matter of 
voting, but he strongly recommended them to give a 
vote to Mr. Hill. 

After some little discussion, in which it was evident 
that those present shared the President’s views, the 
following resolution was proposed by Mr. Duckworth, 
seconded by Mr. Abell, and carried unanimously :— 

“That the members of the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association, having read Mr. Hill’s election address in 
which he proclaims his views on matters of interest to 
the profession, hereby consider him a fit and proper 

rson to be a member of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and pledge themselves 
to do all in their power to secure his return. 

The members had tea together before separating, and 
decided that the next quarterly meeting should be held 


at Buxton. 
F. T. Prince, Hon. Sec. 


Veterinary work in South Africa. 


“Inthe Rand Daily Mail of March 18 we quoted a 
portion of the latest report of the Secretary for Agri- 
culture, Mr. F. B. Smith, showing that on an Australian 
or Canadian Basis, South Africa ought to have 400 
veterinary surgeons, whereas it only possesses 94, of 
whom 5S are in the Government service. The livestock 
in the Union is valued at £100,000,000, an effort is being 
made to build up an export trade in meat, and later on 


- our breeders may possibly desire to dispose of surplus 


animals oversea. But our existing flocks and herds are 
endangered, and the future of the whole industry is 


menaced, by the large amount of disease still in the 
country. Mr. C. E. Gray, the Principal Veterinary 
Officer, admits in his report for the twelve months ended 
March 31,* that different scourges have given a great 
deal of trouble. Take anthrax, for instance. The Senior 
Veterinary Officer in the Cape notified 221 outbreaks 
in the year, and added : “I am confident that the returns 
do not represent one quarter of the number of outbreaks 
which occur in this Province.” Mr. Gray confesses that 
the remark applies equally to the Transvaal. In the 
Transkei and Natal the number of outbreaks showed 
an increase. In Free State the disease was described 
as “formidable,” whilst Mr. Gray remarked: ‘“ What is 
still more Nae ng in one particular outbreak— 
in Boshof—the type of disease was so virulent that 
ueither the Institute Pasteur vaccine, nor the local 
laboratory vaccine had any immediate inhibitory effect 
on the progress of the disease, and repeated inoculations 
were necessary before the progress of the disease was 
stayed.” Mr. Gray admits that unless better results are 
obtained in fighting the scourge, “it is more than likely 
that other countries will place an embargo upon the 
introduction of animal products from South Africa, 
which will react detrimentally upon the prosperity of 
the farmer, as the country is now reaching a stage in its 
development when local markets are unable to absorb 
the output, and openings have to be sought oversea for 
disposing of our produce.” These statements were made 
nearly a year ago. It is asserted upon high authority 
that there is to-day more anthrax in the country than 
ever there has been, and that owing to the evasion of 
the regulations and the small number of veterinary sur- 
geons available there seems but small prospect of the 
pest being checked in the immediate future. 

Mr. Gray says that the Veterinary Division “has been 
severely handicapped by the reduction of personnel due 
to various eauses.” Clearly, then, South Africa needs 
more veterinary surgeons, both in the service of the 
Government and in private practice. Whether it will 
be able to obtain them is extremely doubtful. A recent 
letter from a young South African studying veterinary 
science in England throws some light on the question. | 
Writing on a suggestion that he should make a start in 
South Africa, he says I 

“T would not think of accepting the salary they ( the 
Union authorities) offer, and further it is a service in 
which there are no prospects. Neither would I do pri- 
vate practice in a country where the veterinary profess- 
ion has no status. I understand that chemists and 
chartered accountants are protected by law in South 
Africa, and it is the only country I know of where our 
profession is still open to quacks... . . The name of 
South Africa is mud at the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and I think the only men they are l'kely to get 
are the drifters who are taking seven ~~ to qualify.” 

These complaints disclose the real situation. For 
years an effort has been made to secure a Veterinary 
Council and the proper registration of veterinary sur- 
geons. A Draft Act is in existence. The veterinary 
surgeons desire it. The farmers want it. But year 
after year the Government allows the damaging and 
discouraging conditions we have outlined to d on. 
Good private practitioners will not come to South 
Africa to compete with quacks. The best men, not tied 
down by pension prospects, leave the service of the 
Government, and others cannot be obtained at the 
wretched salaries offered. There are men in the Divi- 
sion who have not received an increase in salary for 
more than fifteen — They have struggled on year 
after year hoping for better conditions, but as nothing 
is ever done they are “fed up” with the whole position. 

* A copy of this report is to hand ; we hope to quote from 
it in an early issue. 
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to the under-staffing of the Division some of 
them have had to do routine work in which their highest- 
qualifications are absolutely wasted. Mr. F. B. Smith 
suggests that a Veterinary College should be established 
in South Africa, so that we can train our Own men. 
There is much to be said in favour of the proposal, 
because the diseases in South Africa are often peculiar 
to the sub-continent. But until the profession receives 
a proper status, and the Government service is made 
attractive, we doubt whether a college would obtain 
many students; and if it did we feel certain that the 
best of them would soon leave for lands in which the 
— is not muddled and ruined.”— Rand Daily 


Owin 


STATUS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 


Messrs. Willett and McIntosh have taken note of 
“ Dagonet’s” expositions on veterinary politics, but 
“Watchman” on the “status of the veterinary pro- 
fession” seems to have gone scot-free, whilst his pro- 
duction is ever so much a bigger knock down to the 
profession than that of “ Dagonet.” 

“ Watchman” mentions the word “gentleman.” Now 
one outstanding qualification of a gentleman is courage, 
and neither ‘‘ Dagonet” nor “ Watchman” seem to have 
= of it when they have to hide behind a nom-de- 

ume. 

“ Watchman’s” assertion that society holds the veter- 
inary profession in the greatest disdain cempels me to 
ask (1) Has he been successful in his profession? and (2) 
Has he had the guts to gain the confidence and friend- 
ship of the stock owners, large and small, in his neigh- 
bourhood, who are an important body. I have an idea 
he has not ; and that he feels a bit “ out of it,” and not 
on good terms with his own self. 

“Watchman” asks “how many public schoolboys 
ever dream of becoming veterinary surgeons.” I would 
— it another way, namely :—How many public school- 

ys have the courage to enter the profession? or having 
entered it, have the guts to become successful veterinary 
surgeons! Very few indeed? 

A gentleman recently consulted me about his son, 
aged 17, who, he asserted, would like to enter our pro- 
fession. The lad has been brought up in the town, and 
has no knowledge of a, cattle, sheep, pigs, etc.—he 
is fond of dogs and cats. advised the father strongly 
to put him to some other calling, as I had seen so many 
miserable failures where men entering the pro- 
fession had ro practical knowledge of live stock ; and 
that the only way to know live stock was to grow up 
with them—in short, that if he did not realise live stock 
in health he would never know them in disease. 

“ Watchman’s” observations about practising the 
profession from purely philanttopic motives I look on 
as “bunkum.” Does the doctor, the parson, the barrister 
practice from philantropic motives! I trow not. There 
must be a business side to every profession, and I am 
truly sorry for the professional man without business 
instinct, for as the song says, “ L.s.d., that is the stuff 
to bring you joy,” etc., and incidentally helps you in 
society, although money, up to now, has never made a 
gentleman. 

“Watchman” is right when he says “people are judged 
by the company they keep,” whilst at the same time we 
have to do with so many different specimens of humanity 
that a tremendous amount of tact is essential. 

“ Watchman” is against anything of the trades union 
in our profession. In conclusion, I would remind him 
that there exists a strong trades union in the medical 
profession.— Yours etc., 

The Gables, Reigate. Cuas. A. SQuarr. 

April 28th. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 


Sir,—I, in my turn have read “with some amusement” 
the letters of Messrs Willett and McIntosh in your 
current issue. Mr. McIntosh concludes by opining that 
unless I am pre to own to my utterances, I “had 
better remain in obscurity for ever.” Let me assure 
him, in the first place, that I am not going to own to my 
utterances, and in the second, that the best way of draw- 
ing me from obscurity is for men to write in answer to 
the aforesaid utterances, as three men have already done 
to my first letter. 

If Mr. J. Willett has read my second letter, he perhaps 
now understands my attitude upon insurance fees better 
than when he wrote, so I need not dwell on that point. 
A more important one, upon which I must contradict 
Mr. Willett flatly, is his statement that I joined issue with 
the Central Society more especially with regard to Dis. 
trict Representation. Now I did op District Repre- 
sentation, and I do still ; but I much “ more especially ” 
attacked the strike policy suggested at the Central 
meeting, which I expressly said was more dangerous 
than District Representation. I notice that Mr. Willett 
is quite silent upon this strike policy ; and so is Mr. 
McIntosh, who himself suggested it at the Central 
meeting. 

Both these consciously well-meaning reformers seem 
much more anxious to criticise their critic than to defend 
whatever policies they may have advanced. One of these 
opened a Society’s discussion and suggested a veterinary 
strike, and he would be better employed in defending or 
withdrawing that suggestion than in asking for my 
name with an apparent view to a personal attack. The 
other is a candidate for Council who has not yet issued 
an election address ; and surely one of his “ efforts to stir 
up the lethargy in which the profession has sunk ” ought 
to take the form of informing us what policy he intends 
to follow upon the Council, if we let him get there. Let 
him expound his views on this strike question, which 
really formed the most important part of my letter, and 
let Mr. McIntosh do the same, and let both likewise tell 
us fully what they think of the closely related question 
of whether our profession could be “done without.” By 
so doing they might do much more good than I could 
by revealing my identity, or than they have done by the 
letters they have already written.—Y ours truly, 


April 28th. “ DaGonet” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Office, April 30. 
AMENDMENTS TO MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES. 


The undermentioned are now correctly described :— 
Eeypt. 
* * * 
Gazette dated Jan. 22, 1919 (No. 31138): Kendall, Maj. 
(T. Lt.-Col.) J., 0.8.8.. Aust. a.v.c. 


Kxtracts from London Gazette 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, April 23. 
Reeutar Forces. Royat Army Vererinary Corps. 


Maj. A. E. Clarke, Res. of Off., relinquishes actg. rank 
. ey on eeasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(Jan. 12). 

Majs. to be actg. Lt.-Cols. while holding the appt. of 
A.D.V.S. :—H. Greenfield (Jan. 12); A. E. Clarke, 
Res. of Off. (Feb. 15); (Bt. Lt.-Col.) W. A. Wood 
(March 5). 

Capt. E. Sewell, M.c, Spec. Res., to be actg. Maj. while 
holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Jan. 13). 
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April 24. 


Temp. Ca 
of Maj (March 25). 
April 25. 


The rit rome the actg. rank of Maj. : Capt. H. E. 
eg D.S.0. on ceasing to hold the eg of 
(Dee. 25); Temp. Capt. W. P 


capt Re Beilby, T.F., to be actg. Maj. while holding 
appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Dec. 95), 
pril 26. 


Temp. Lt. (now temp. Capt.) J. Bell to be = Maj. 
from Aug. 9 to Oct. 7, 1917. 


TERRITORIAL Force, Royau VETERINARY Corps. 


April 28. 
Capt. (actg. Maj.) H. McVean relinquishes actg. rank of 
Maj. on fim to be empld. (March 18). April 
ril 29, 


Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.: H. F. Vulliamy (Mar, 7); 
J. H. Mc Manus (Mar.8) ; H. M. Roemmele (Mar. 12). 


t. G. Sutton, F.R.c.v.s., relinquishes the actg. | 


D.V.S. Temp. Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.)C. E Edgett, p.s.o., 
Can. A.v.c., and to be actg. Col. while so empld. on re- 
linquishing the appt. of D.A.D. of V.S., and ceasing to 
be graded for purposes of pay under C.P., Cl. 16. 
(April 14, 1918). 


The notifications in the Gazette of June 8, 1918, and 
Nov. 2, 1918, in so far as they refer to temp. Maj 
(actg. Lt. Col.) C. E. Edgett, p.s.o., Can. A.v.c., an 
cancelled. 


Personal. 


Kreir—Ketso, At the Grand Hotel, Glasgow, on the 
19th inst., by the Rev. David Keir, m.a. (uncle of the 
bridegroom ), Capt. David Keir, M.c., k.a.v.c , eldest son 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. Keir, Potterhill, Paisley, to Jessie, 


second —— of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kelso, 
Rosemount, Potterhill, Paisley. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies. Foot- 
| thrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t Swine Fever. 
Cases | Disease. 
Out-| Ani-} Ont- | Ani- | | | Shee 
Period. g | &q|breaks| mals. | Out- | Ani- /breaks) mals. mals.| Out- | Slangh- 
Sas reaks) mals. breaks | tered. * 
A (a) (b) (b) | (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended April 26 | 5 | 3 3 103 | 182 5 48 19 
, 1918 | 4 4 1 1] 38] 129 40 8 
1917 | 9 | 10 46} 92] 23 53 
2! 36] 69 4] 116 326 
Total for 17 weeks, 1919 | 64 | 87 | 19 | 106 5| 28] 2603 | 5158] 207] 422 149 
1918 | 113 | 128 13 | 36] 2229! 4303] 292] 328 
1917 299 | 263 10! 191200 | 2593] 348] 840 | 844 
pe 1916 | 221 | 280 1 | 24 | 21| #241182] 28294] 165] 1523 | 4691 


(«' Confirmed. (b) Reported Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 24, 1919 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended April 19 1 10 1 1 

1918 eee 1 4 eee eee 

Corresponding Week in { 1917 ... o00 one 10 14 189 

1916 eee eee | + 6 6 58 

Total for 1 weeks, 1919 Sa 1 1 54 135 15 48 

1918 ... 1 1 ees eee 55 148 7 27 

Corresponding period in ; 1917 ... 2 2 1 1 16 184 91 661 

1916 ... 1 5 28 166 91 481 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 21, 1919 
IR&LAND. 

_ Week ended April 26 | 4 ] 9 

1913 2 3 “as 

1917 9 17 81 
= 1916 4 9 49 
Total for 17 weeks, 1919 m 1/1 56 139 6°] 87 

1918 1 1 eee deo 57 151 7 27 

1917 2) 2 18 193 | we | 742 

— 1916... 28 200 100 530 

ye mar he of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 28,1919 

Note figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infectien 


